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US President Donald Trump speaks before signing an executive order in the Oval Office of the White House on Wednesday. Photo: Scanpix

Trump signs executive order to boost US shipbuilding, planning to ‘spend a lot of
money’
Order aims to bolster US shipyards as president declares America ‘way, way, way behind’

9 April 2025 21:04 GMT UPDATED  10 April 2025 13:27 GMT

By Eric Priante Martin   in    Miami 

US President Donald Trump signed a long-anticipated executive order aimed at boosting the US shipbuilding industry.

He said the US will be “spending a lot of money” on the sector before signing the order that requires federal officials to create an action plan to create “sustained resiliency” for the
maritime industry.

The Oval Office signing ceremony ended several weeks of suspense over the order after a previous draft, making the rounds in Washington, was pulled
back.

“We’re way, way, way behind,” Trump said of the US shipbuilding sector. “We used to build a ship a day. And now we don’t do a ship a year, practically.
We have the capacity to do it.”

According to a description by an off-camera White House official in the video, the order was prepared by the National Security Council and its leader,
national security advisor Michael Waltz.

It includes a “number of significant policy steps” aimed at restoring American dominance in shipbuilding and shipping.

Article continues below the advert

Read more

Venture Global advances
LNG newbuilding tender
with South Korean yards

Senior Instructor (2 vacancies) & Assistant Professor (2 vacancies) Senior Instructor (2 vacancies) & Assistant Professor (2 vacancies) Senior Instr

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstezodVcZ00lc3O8fwLjsTX3QSLkCZYXVhZpFAdmqXpQTD9Wny0XYWNuTBWwSSgbJ2ZDEvtkdKyVPq8k6fk-3hUKHx51D-azkepG1MeJTRq6bty87MBlDtBDESoUhYqqXd8A18XFpjBfKmVL8QDhP-IINpiRSC2Fye-Ty7i7jVIsR58RNQJdJwwMiY4CNXCb0L2LQXKJaKCtPnYvCdr25vZqBByzJ9_UDF6VnwXk3gjGBFh1506EBuWekekYeY2wg8sDmUulbInvV79ahm-METlsYzXbr2VGvEUbxi8mgWYVpCVqmmjpnAO_qAyMeGtXO5npFKAovAYjxl34NuO-fiK5-AT3Mnnu2byPEqp57lPjJumyFWvsZsUFV2X6KAEAjot5hIAATsOWF9TPVHlCti8tRZ_b9iCqBBs95Q0KCOPqiwsZ6FFD4HdWrvyFJQ&sai=AMfl-YSr1yBuMcvrAoxtNx4yNn7iJqJ1Cb6OfEuKjEIwHiDy-yabik7T36MD2u1fXeBh7yb8i0SASND8eY9SXLz8XeYS3x0f0zRbc3OFriap53Zc1VxmrLtakBstzfSt&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFGry934GWr4&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://en.chi.coscoshipping.com/&nm=2
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstezodVcZ00lc3O8fwLjsTX3QSLkCZYXVhZpFAdmqXpQTD9Wny0XYWNuTBWwSSgbJ2ZDEvtkdKyVPq8k6fk-3hUKHx51D-azkepG1MeJTRq6bty87MBlDtBDESoUhYqqXd8A18XFpjBfKmVL8QDhP-IINpiRSC2Fye-Ty7i7jVIsR58RNQJdJwwMiY4CNXCb0L2LQXKJaKCtPnYvCdr25vZqBByzJ9_UDF6VnwXk3gjGBFh1506EBuWekekYeY2wg8sDmUulbInvV79ahm-METlsYzXbr2VGvEUbxi8mgWYVpCVqmmjpnAO_qAyMeGtXO5npFKAovAYjxl34NuO-fiK5-AT3Mnnu2byPEqp57lPjJumyFWvsZsUFV2X6KAEAjot5hIAATsOWF9TPVHlCti8tRZ_b9iCqBBs95Q0KCOPqiwsZ6FFD4HdWrvyFJQ&sai=AMfl-YSr1yBuMcvrAoxtNx4yNn7iJqJ1Cb6OfEuKjEIwHiDy-yabik7T36MD2u1fXeBh7yb8i0SASND8eY9SXLz8XeYS3x0f0zRbc3OFriap53Zc1VxmrLtakBstzfSt&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFGry934GWr4&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://en.chi.coscoshipping.com/&nm=2
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/shipyards
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/author/e_martin
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/news/2-1-1804585
https://www.tradewindsjobs.com/job-details/3634/senior-instructor-2-vacancies-and-assistant-professor-2-vacancies-/?utm_source=JobExtract&utm_medium=referral
https://www.tradewindsjobs.com/job-details/3634/senior-instructor-2-vacancies-and-assistant-professor-2-vacancies-/?utm_source=JobExtract&utm_medium=referral
https://www.tradewindsjobs.com/job-details/3634/senior-instructor-2-vacancies-and-assistant-professor-2-vacancies-/?utm_source=JobExtract&utm_medium=referral


Trump signed the document and then held the order up for cameras to see.

“That’s a good one,” he said.

Investing in maritime

In addition to seeking an action plan, the order instructs defence secretary Pete Hegseth to assess ways to spur both government and private investment in the maritime industrial
base.

It also orders homeland security secretary Kristi Noem to apply the Harbor Maintenance Tax and other charges on foreign cargo entering land borders with Canada and Mexico.

The executive order also sets up a Maritime Security Trust Fund that would provide consistent funding for the industry, although it does not say how the president has the power to
set up such a fund absent congressional action.

The order also seeks to increase the fleet of US-flag commercial vessels trading in international markets and between US ports.

An earlier draft included assessing port fees on Chinese-linked ships, but Trump’s final order leaves it to US trade representative Jamieson Greer to
make recommendations. He is already planning to do so by 17 April.

The order was one of several signed by the president in quick succession. They included an order on monopolistic practices and another aiming to
“make America’s showers great again” by ending what the White House described as former President Barack Obama’s war on water pressure.

Shipbuilders Council of America president Matthew Paxton said his trade group supports Trump’s action to “restore and strengthen” yards.

“The establishment of a maritime action plan that includes a Maritime Security Trust Fund, strategic commercial fleet programme, along with new tax
credits, grants and strategic investments, will provide a powerful environment to rebuild our shipbuilding capacity and build the fleet of the future,” he
said.

Strengthening yards

“A strong US shipyard industry is essential not only for our economic security but also for our homeland and national security.”

Paxton said the order made it clear that the administration is “deeply committed” to re-energising and investing in the country’s shipyards.

“We are eager to begin this important work alongside policymakers and industry partners to restore America’s shipbuilding strength for the security and growth of our nation,” he
said. “US shipbuilders stand at the ready!”

The order tasks homeland security secretary Kristi Noem with applying the Harbor Maintenance Tax and land borders. Photo: Gage Skidmore/CC BY-SA 2.0
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The Marine Engineers Beneficial Association, a major US maritime labour union, also applauded the order.

Secretary-treasurer Roland Rexha said it comes after decades of neglect, as well as unfair practices by China and other US adversaries.

“The Covid pandemic exposed our inability to move our own goods as a nation, and this decisive action implements a ‘whole of government’ approach
to reinvigorate US shipping and address serious national security concerns. Whether you are a farmer in Kansas moving wheat or you own a car
dealership in New York, knowing that goods are moving on US ships secures American progress and our economic independence,” he said.

“Today’s action is a vital first step in driving both public and private investment toward a meaningful pathway to revitalise US shipbuilding and
position the US as a global leader in maritime policy.” (Copyright)
Regulation US Donald Trump
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